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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LANDS,
AREAS,

Transfer of Settlers to Denmark.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, How many settlers from the mar-
ginal areas have been transferred to blocks
in the Denmark area? 2, Have any of the
settlers so transferred sinee left the blocks
on which they were placed, and if so, how
many? 3, If any have left, were any rea-
sons given by such settlers for leaving, and
what are the principal reasons? 4, How
.many cows were supplied to marginal sct-
tlers who had been transferred to Denmark,
and what was the average valuation of those
cows per head? 5, Have any of those cows
since been disposed of, and if so, what was
the average priee received per head? 6, Is
the cost of cows being debited against the
settlers’ aecountsd 7, Is the cost of snper-
Phosphate supplied to datc being debited
against the settlers’ aceountis?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Twenty-eight. 2, Yes. Six. 3, Transferred
property to another. Vacated, no reason
given. Dispossessed; did not work property
or look after stock. Single man, vacated
through inability to do the work. Vaeated
to enlist. 4, 503 head. Made up of—388
head ex depots and 205 head purchased.
Issues ex depots averaged £7 per head.
Tssues ex purchases averaged £11 per head.
5, Yes. 83 head at £2 10s. These were gen-
erally heifers ex depots failing to get in
calf, and in poor condition owing to faed
position. 6, Debited at present, but will he
freed by Commonwealth funds. 7, As in 6.

MABGINAL

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.

E. H. Gray—Waest) [4.35]: 1 propose to
make a full statement dealing with the un-
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employment position, and to give satistics
that will enable members to sum up the posi-
tion generally. The first figures I will give
are as follows:—

EMPLOYMENT AND BUSTENANCE POSITION OF
MEN AT BEGINNING OF WAR, 25D SEFTEMBER,
1939,

Sustenance. Relief Work.
Grand
Total.
B[mled.lsmgle. Total. | Married.| Single. | Total.
883 l L0556 4,908 728 | 5,725 | 0,780

THE COMFLETE POS[Z}‘gng AS AT 10Ta AUGUST,
40.

Sustenance. Rellef Work.
Grand
Total.
Married. | Single. [ Total. | Married.| 8lngle. | Total.
582 158 720 | 4,507 004 | 4,071 | 5,801

The tables show that there are now 1,089
fewer unemployed men than twelve months
age when the war began. The new married
cases receiving sustenance since the hegin-
ning of the war must be taken into consid-
eration. These total 271 for the metropoli-
tan area and 154 from the country, making
a grand total of 425 married men who have
becomne a charge upon the Government since
the beginning of the war, and who were
never on relief work or sustenance hefore.
The following figures show that these num-
bers are increasing:—For the first four
months of the war there were 87 new mar-
ried men’s cases in the metropolitan area
which came on the Government for relief
and 40 married cases from the country, s
total of 127, For the four months ended
the 31st July new married eases were:—
From the metropolitan area 99, and the
country 64, a total of 163.

For the purpose of comparison the fol-
lowing figures indicate the number of men
who have been engaged in the fighting
forces from the beginning of the war to
the present time:—

Enlistments and Trainees, ete., in Camp.
ALF. (embarked) 1,987
ALF. (in camps) . . 5,003
10th Garrison . .- 628
R.A.A. Force . . 2,370
Navy e Ve 987
Trainces (ﬂuctuatxng) . 854
Others  (Home  Services for

duration of war) 2,044
13,023
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An examination of those figures diseloses
that, despite nearly 14,000 men being taken
oat of industry in this State, and although
the employment position has been eased to a
small extent, as I have already indicated,
the comparatively large number of men who
have lest private employment and been
forced to seeure sustenance from the Gov-
ernment, is a matter of grave eoncern.

1 wili now deal with the general eriticism
indulged in by members of hoth Houses and
vthers as well with regard to the rates of
sustenancee paid by the Government. Prior
to 1929 the granting of unemployment re-
lief, where neeessary, was confined fo the
winter months. The rate of sustenancs was
the same as that offering to-day, namely, 7a.
per unit. That policy has been rigidly ad-
hered to by all Governments.

Hon. J. Nicholson: When you mention
“per unit,”” would that mean that the man,
his wife and four children wonld each connt
as a unit?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
in such an instance the sustenance would he
£2 25, per weck. A man with three children
would bhe entitfled to 35s, a week, and
would be eligible for full-ime relief work.
Continuous relief throughout the year has
heen in operation since 1929. The basic wage
declaration in that year was for £4 7s. and
not £3 8s. per week, as stated by various
eritiecs. The fact must be borne in mind
that it has never been contended that a pay-
ment of 7s. per unit is sufficient to enable
unemployed married men to maintain their
families—it would be a matter of impossi-
bility for them—and the policy of the Gov-
ernment is to provide work in preference to
miking sustenanee available. The average
wage reccived by relief workers can be esti-
mated fairly accurately, and a conservative
estimate fixes the amount at bhetween £160
and €170 per annuom. That wonld represent
the actual wage. An cxamination of the
position has heen made and the estimated
average wage 1 have mentioned is regarded
as conservative. To that amount must he
added the ration allowance veceived while
men are out of work. Memhbers will under-
stand that, especially where work on main
roads is coneerned, there iz frequently a
waiting period between the finishing of one
job and the commencement of another. Then
again a man who has been working full-
time and has a family of three or more,
would be entitled to rations a week after he
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left his job. However, the rate of wages I
bave quoted does not include the rationing
provision. Naturally, it is very difficult to
estimate the position regarding individual
cases, Many men earn more than the amount
stated, while others earn less.

Immediately the figures I have mentioned
are quoted, cases will be instanced of men
who have not earned anything like £160.
Some men, on account of physieal disabili-
ties, may be restricted by the District Medi-
cal Officer to certain classes of work, Mem-
bers will be aware that there are what I
might deseribe as “shrewd-heads™ who are
apt to approach members of Parliament and
make various statements to them. When
many of these statements have been made,
we have found that the men have heen in
receipt of worker’s compensation payments
for weeks or perhaps months. A small pro-
portion of the men apparently take delight
in making mis-statements to members of
Pavliament, representatives of organisations
and private citizens, which provide a mis-
leading impression, nunconfirmed by the facts.
Apart from men who possibly may have
been in receipt of worker’'s compensation
payments for months during the ecarly part
of the year, others may have had two or
three short-term jabs, followed by periods of
sustenance. Various factors apply, but an
examinafion of the recorded earning: of a
large number of relief workers indicates that
the figures I have mentioned are fairly ac-
curate.

Consideration of the activities of the Gor-
ernment in regard to indigent and unem-
ployed persons will demonstrate that the
Government has made progressive improve-
ments in the condition of those unfortunate
people. For the past two years, special at-
tention has been given to the comparatively
large number of “C"” class men who have
heen classified by the Distriect Medical Officer
as unfit to do able-bodied work. I may ex-
plain that every rvelief worker who is not
ahble-hodied and is therefore not an “A”
class man, is examined by the District Medi-
eal Officer who determines whether the man
shall be rated as a “B” or “C” class worker.
Generallty “C” class men suffer from some
disability, while others, from causes arising
out of the depression have, so to speak,
dropped their bundles. Long before the de-
nression made itself felt in our economie
life, this problem was very difficult to deal
with. Prior to that period most of these
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men earned a very preearious livelihood.
Being in receipt of sustenance, their mode
of living was on a far lower level than was
enjoyed by those better situated, and a simi-
lar difficulty had to be faced in every country
throughout the world. I claim that the Gov-
ernment of this State has tackled the prob-
lem far more satisfactorily than is apparent
in any other part of the British Empire,
including New Zealand.

About 12 months ago I was placed in con-
trol of the Employment Department and
my objective cver sinece has been to main-
tain close contact with organisations and
individunls interested in ameliorating the
position of these unfortunate people, par-
ticularly the “C” class men. In the course
of my work, I have hcen able to get into
touch with many organisations and churehes,
and on more than one oeeasion I have been
asked the guestion, **Why do yon not publish
information to show what you are doing?”
Members will agree that it does not pay to
do that. When I have concluded my re-
marks, members may be able to sum up
the position and realise how the Govern-
ment has to balanee the position in the
country in the light of the basie wage. As
a matter of fact, great care has to be exer-
cised before we put men on relief work. If
we put them on indiscriminately, a shortage
of farm workers might result. All sorts of
factors compel the Government to work
quietly and efficiently, saying nothing of
what is being done. A few days ago a depu-
tation representative of the churches and
headed by the Anglican Archbishop, waited
npon me to disenss the unemployment posi-
tion and we had a full and free discussion.
I pave the clergymen full particulars re-
garding what the department was doing and
endeavouring to accomplish. At the conclu-
sion of my remarks, the memhers of the de-
putation acknowledged that they had had no
idea of the ramifieations of the department
and the work that was being earried out.

At the present time there are 329 “(”
elass men, and of these 255 are employed on
work speeially designed for them. All things
considered, this scheme has proved an un-
qualified suecess. The men are engaged on
elearing operations, feneing and so on, and
the results to date in every way justify the
scheme. Those men are paid the basie wage
and work under industrial agreements. I
suppose that may furnish grounds for eriti-
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cism, and 1 dare say that if we were to in-
vestigate the work done hy the men and com-
pare the cost of that work with that relating
to similar operations earried out by experi-
enced clearers, the scheme might be regarded
as expensive. On the ofher hand, there is
another aspect to he considered. When
assessing the cost of the clearing work, the
provision for sustenance allowance must be
dedueted in order to arrive at a true repre-
sentation of the cost of the work. Those
men could not be absorbed in private in-
dustry and, if not engaged upon the class
of work provided for them by the Govern-
ment, wonld be a charge on the State to the
extent of 7s. per unit, Therefore, in dealing
with the cost of the undertaking, no member
can say that it costs so mueh per acre unless
from that amount is first dedueted the tofal
sustenance payment that would have to be
made to the man, his wife and children. The
remarkable thing about the -scheme is that
few people realise that the jobs have been
provided specially for these men. We
started at Wooroloo and then commenced
a scheme at Whitby Falls under the aegis
of the Health Department, Now we have
opened a big camp at Wokalnp where the
new mental institution is heing erected.
Those men have heen working eontinuously.
e have provided more conlinupus work for
“C™ class than for “A” class men. Whereas
the former have had employment week after
week, those engaged on road work have had
to stand down for varying periods because
af the faet that such jobs ecome to an end
moare quickly than those on which the “C”
elass men are engaged. We have provided
work for “C” class men under conditions
and for wages superior to those of “A”
class men. It must he remembered that if
this work were not made navailable, those
men would have to endure a miserahle exist-
enee on sustenance or under the Child Wel-
fare Department. The provision made for
“0" class men is one of the finest pieces of
ameliorative work in operation in this State.
There is a eertain number of men for whom
we cannot find work. Some of them are re-
ceiving medical attention from public hos-
pitals and are nnable for varions reasons to
leave the metropolitan area. Others are un-
able to do the elass of work offering. But
every man who is passed fit by the doctor
and is prepared to undertake the work
offered ean obtain employment. That brings
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me to the case of the single men. There is
a mistaken impression that these men are
mainly young. On the eontrary they are
mostly men of middle age and past middle
age. Each is required to find private work
on farms and in other places if he is able
to do so. Many of those men are approach-
ing pensionable age and obviously are far
better occupied on work of this charaeter
than they would be endeavouring to obtain
a precarious cxistence in the city. Some of
them are engaged in treconditioning group
settlement arvens. T have inspected thewr
camps, and the work being done, and they
are performing a valuable service. They
have done splendid work on the Demnark
State Farm and the improvements effected
are execllent in view of the small amount of
wages they receive. They work for two days
a weck and are very comfortzble They
would like to have an eight-hour day and a
five-day working week, but we cannot em-
ploy them under those eonditions. Most of
them, however, prefer to work two days a
week rather than come to Perth and receive
the bed and meal tiekets with which wd
would have to supply them. Moreover, in
coming to the city they would he exposed
to all its temptations. We are giving them
an epportunity to earn their own living, and
the fact that they are domiciled in the coun-
try is a preventive of erime. That is an
aspeet of our activity that must be taken
into eonsideration. TIf there were n thousand
men drifting around Perth, dependent on
the Government for bed tickets and snsten-
ance and obtaining an abundance of cheap
beer from sympathising comrades, there
would be a great increase in erime in
this city. The Police Court records indicato
that there is a considerable amount of
juvenile erime, and that has caused great
concern to every publie man and public body
in this State. But if the men'to whom I
have referred were loose in the city with
nobady to look after them, the situation
wonld be far different beeause there would
be a great increase in petty erime.

Hon. W, J, Mann: Are you suggesting
that these men arc potential criminals?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
membor would be a potential erimina) if he
were idle in the street. No member knows
what he wonld be likely to do if he were
down and out. Nobody can accuse me of
casting aspersions on any of these relief
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workers because I take a partieular interesc
in them and know what a finc body of men
they are. Most of them are old bachclors
who have given signal service to the State
and are worthy of consideration,

Hon. J. Nicholson: The Minister knows
the weaknesses of the hon. member.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: He does not know his
OWwn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
very conscious of them, Mr. E. H. H.
Hall made some caustic comments about
aliowances granted by the Child Welfare
Department. A comparizon of the past and
present poliey with vegard to widows and
children under the Department is worthy of
attention. In 1911 the rate of sustenance to
women upen whom children were dependent
was ingreased from 2s. 6d. to 7s. per head.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is cquivalent to 5s.
or Bs. to-day.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, it is
not.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: People were more
libersal hefore the Labour regime. They had
more money.

The HONORARY MINISTER: From
our present-day standard it would scem in-
credible that any Government should have
been allowed to give so sinall an amount as
25. 6d. per head, but this was the only sum
allotted prior to 1911.

Ton. J. Nicholson: Have yon considered
the purchasing power of the pound then and
now?

The HONQRARY MINISTER: A slight
mathematical calenlation will indieate to tha
hon. member the improvement that has been
effected by increasing the amount from 2s.
Gd. in 1911 te 15s. to-day.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You said 7s.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tha
amount was inereased in 1911 from 2s. 6d.
to 7s.

Hon. W, J. Mann: That is the amount
paid now,

The DONORARY MINISTER: No; the
amount paid now is considerably greater.
The average is 9s. for a child and 15s. for
the woman upon whom the child is de-
pendent. Hon. members will realise what a
vast improvement that is on the position in
1911.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some of ns can reeall the
dnys when nothing was given.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes; I
ean remember that time, too. My object in
mentioning this matter 1s to reply to the
hon. member who thinks that what we are
doing to-day is “awful.” I repeat that in
1911, for example, the rate of sustenance to
women upot whom children were dependent
was increased from 2s. 6d. to 7s. per head.
That is a very big improvement on the old
rate. From our present-day standard it
would seem ineredible that any Government
wonld be allowed to give such a small amount
as 24, Gd. per head, but that was the only
nmount allotted before 1911. The amount
of 7s. was increased by l1s. in 1919, and in
1920 it was again inereased to 9s. per head.
Tn 1932 a new formula in the assessment of
relief jsseed to women upon whem children
were dependent was introduced by an anti
Labour Government which slightly reduced
the amount of assistanec. Subsidy rates
payable to foster mothers caring for State
wards were reduced by 1s, per head for all
those children placed after the 1st Septem-
ber, 1932, Subsidised institutions were also
redneed by 1s. per head, and special grants
reduced by 20 per cent.

Hon. J. Cornell: Members of Parliament
also suffered a reduction.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Frowm the
ith November, 1938, the rate of assistance
was inercased mainly to henefit the smaller
families. The employment position, as dis-
closed by the facts I have eited, is a very
difficult one to deal with. Care has to be
taken in the country that men are not
weaned away from the agrenltural and pas-
toral industries, Contrary to the general
impression, there is not a shortage of agri-
cultural workers at the present time. There
are more farm workers offering than there
arc jobs to fill. Some memhers have sug-
gested that the Government should place
some of these men on forms and subsidise
the farmers. That was tried out at the in-
ception of the depression by an anti-Labour
Government.

Hon. W. J. Maan: It will have to be tricd
again if the war continues.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It was a
failure, a disastrous failure, and the present
Government is not again likely to try the
experiment.

Hon. C. F. Bazter: It was not a failure.

The HONORARY MINISTER: ALt any
rate I do not think the Government will at-
tempt to repeat the experiment. It would
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he foolish to re-introduee such a policy. In
Great Britain when there was a shortage of
farm labour, the local authorities were ap-
proached and asked to supply it, and that
was done during the harvesting period.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The farmers here do
not want more land ecleared; they want to
work the land that is already cleared.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In Great.
Britain the local authorities freed their
workers so that they might carry on farm
work. I admit that the position with regard
to farm labour is serious, but that is due
mainly to the precarious position of the in-
dustry. If farmers were able to pay decent
wages, there would be no trouble, but there
are many in the position that they are not.
able to pay at all. If in this State farmers.
are not' prepared to approach the Arbitra-
tion Court, they should follow the example
set in the Old Country to which I have re-
ferred,

Hon, W. J, Mann: Take up more land$

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. In
the Old Country every farmer guarantees.
his employees a decent wage and eight hours”
work.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Farm hands?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, that
is done in the Old Country and under diffi-
cult conditions. If that were done here, the
foundation would be laid for an improve-
ment in the position regarding the employ-
ment of eflicient labour on farms.

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: What is the price
of wheat in the Old Country?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
are more prosperous farmers here per head
of the population than there are in Great
Britain,

The PRESIDENT: I suggest to the Hon-
orary Minister that he shonld make bis
speech without taking too much notice of
the interjections.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If assist-
ance has to be given, that assistanee must
come through the Agricultural Bank or the
Induostries Assistanee Board. To adopt any
other way would be disastrous, First of all
an sgreement must be arrived at respecting
the wage to be paid, next we must decide
where the money is to come from, and
thirdly, we should initiate a scheme whereby
young men could be trained in agriewltural
centres in the work of handling machinery,
driving tractors and generally learn the
technical side of farming. Of course it is
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not to be expected that farmers ean afiord
to employ inexperieneed men to drive and
attend to machinery. The Government in this
Ntate has endeavonred to improve the labour
probiem as it affects farming. We have up-
to-date premises at the corner of Wellington
and King-streets as a new Labour Bureau
und we are endeavouring to meet the require-
ments of farmers [ree of cost. In a few
weeks' time we hope to have the Women's
Labour Burcau more centrally situated and
every effort will he made to meet the de-
mands of those who need domestic lab-
our. There will be no fees imposed on either
the employer or the emplovee in connection
with the provision of labour.

I wish to compliment Mr. Wood on the
sympathetic manner in which he referred to
the relief workers. A suggestion was made
hy Mr. Seddon that there shounld bhe an
analysis of the ocenpntions of the unew-
ployed. T can inform the hon. member that
the department has in its possession reliahle
general information of the oecupations of
those men.  Most of them are unskilled
workers, A pereentage of them from the
0ld Conntry ecame {rom ecotton mills and
other industries and there is no possibility
of their following theiv former oecupations in
Western Australin. Tt can definitely he
stated that the big majority of the men
continoounsly on relief work are unskilled
labourers. There is a percentage that will
he ecompetent to do munition work when
munition manufacturing starts in Western
Amstralia, but the percentage will ndt he
large. In the metropolitan area labour re-
quirements hy private enterprise for casual
employment must be safezuarded. Men have
to be given every eneouragement to seek pri-
vate work, and we must not penalise those
who are striving to obtain private employ-
ment. Tt is not our desire to molly-coddle
anybody and so we do our ntmost to induce
men to strike out for themselves, “C" Class
men have to be looked after and every pos-
sible effort made to bring them from #C”
Class to “A" Class conditions. Tn this the
department is obtatning successful results.
It is not the sole responsibility of the State;
others must eome in and do their share.
There are organisations that are rendering
assigtance and I appreciate their efforts very
much. Committees of men and women are in
existence and they provide special assistance
for sustenance workers. I appreciate also
what is being done by B class brondeasting
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stations GAM, GPM and 6ML. Under the
guidance and direction of Auntie "eggie of
GAM and GPM, and Auntie Laurel of 6ML,
women and girls are busily engaged in
making haby cutfitz and other garments for
the wives of the unemployed. Already they
have delivered to the King Edward Memorial
Hospital over 25,000 garments—a mar-
vellous achievement by these two admir-
able women and their volunteer committee.
Repeatedly we eall on them in an cmergeney,
asking, say, whether they can supply Mrs.
So-and-so with a baby outfit. Within five
minutes & baby outfit is available. Having
seen these garments, withont any exaggera-
tion I declare them to be such as are fit to
be used in anyv houschold, even the Royal
household. The quality of the garments has
been a revelation to me, and the needlework
is the finest T have ever seen.

Hon. A Thomson: That
work ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
needlework done by the voluntary organi-
sations of women, whose exertions are
worthy of enthusiastie recognition. To men
on sustenance, supplementary relief is given.
In winter months free firewood is supplied.
Agnin speeial assistance is rendered all the
year round to expectant mothers. The Em-
ployment Department works in close co-op-
eration with other organisations to safe-
guard the welfare of women and children
of men who cannnt, for varions reasons, ob-
tain employvment. Immediate assistanee is
fortheoming where required. However,
suitable work instead of sustenance is the
department’s aim.

I now turn to Sir Hal Colebatch'’s specch,
to which I listened with the greatest interest,
The words of such a man, who moreover has
come so reecently from the heart of world
affairs and has travelled throughout the
countries which now have again been ravaged
by the horrors of war—such horrors as the
ordinary human mind eannot visualise—
must eommand our respect and close atten-
tion, Sir Hal has the ability to assimilate
what he sees and to reproduce it eloguently.
His speech in this debate was one of the
finest T cver heard. However, one sentence
in that speeeh jarred harshly on the ear.
That was when he solemnly and sincerely
declared that, to his mind, the sustenance
camp here is only a little less demoralising
than is the concentration eamp in Germany.

is children's



[15 Avcust, 1940.]

It inay be that in the flight of his oratory
Sir Hal was ecarried away by his own elo-
quence and failed fo realise what he was
saying; otherwise, nothing could excuse the
statement. Even going back to the bad old
days of the Blackboy Camp, where men were
doing nothing and were merely getting fed,
and other camps in this State, no comparison
between them and the concentration camps
of Germany is justifiable, While Sir Hal
was declaiming the words to whieh I allude,
there flashed before my eyes a picture of a
little man living not far from here, who,
when asked, will hare his back and show his
scars, but when asked to tell again how he
gol those scars turns pale and shivers, and
no word will come from his trembling lips.
That man is only one of the many refugees
from German concentration ecamps who have
found a semblance of peace in this wonder-
ful land Western Australia, where freedom
to live one’s own life and to think one’s own
thoughts, to marry, and to rear families is
denied to no one—he he Jew or Gentile, be
he black or white.

With Sir Hal Colebateh’s words still
echoing in my ears I went home and, sitting
in front of the fire that night, T picked up
the “ABC Weekly” of the 10th August, and
there read a disenssion between four Ger-
mans now resident in London. One of them
is now a lecturer in law at University Col-
loge, London; one, a former German jundge,
is now a member of the English Bar; the
third was a solicitor in Germany; the fourth
was Fran Xrmgard Litten, whose son was &
Gestapo vietim.  The article is entitled
“Hitler ecalls this Justice,” and is well worth
reading :—

Frau Litten: My som Hans was a practis-
ing lawyer; he was chiefly engnged uvpon
eriminal cases. He was arrested during the
night of the Reichstag Fire in February, 1933.

Neither he nor I was ever informed of the
cange of his arrest. Nor was his case ever in-
vestigated by a judge.

I once tried to brief another lawyer on his
behalf, but Dr. Conrady, who was in charge
of the concentration ecamps at the time, told
me: '"Legal representation is not allywed in
the ease of your son, But even if it was per-
mitted, you would not, in the whole of Ger-
many, find a single lawyer who would dare to
undertike his case.’’

Before the Nazis came into power, my son
acted as counsel in many cases of street fights
and other armed elashes between the Nazis
and their opponents, In one case he intended
to prove that the use of force was part of the
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official Nazi policy and he called Hitler him-
self a3 a witness, and cross-examined him
severely for two hours,

Judge: The arrest of your som in 1033,
then, was an act of personal revenge on the
part of Hitler? What happened to your son
after his arrest?

Fran Litten: He had been defending a
workman who had been accused of having
killed a Nazi stormtrooper during a street
brawl., That was the so-called *‘Felsenccke
Case.’”” The Court thought there¢ was not
enpugh evidence for a convietion, nnd the
Nazis wanted further evidence. So they took
my son to the concentration camp at Sonnen-
burg and mnlireated him terribly. They
wanted him to say that he knew his client had
murdered the stormtrooper.

When I saw my son again four weeks later
in another conceantration ecamp, I hardly re.
cognised him, One jaw was broken, one eye
and ear injured, many teeth broken, his legs
severely injured. But he kad not betrayed his
client.

He was then again questioned by the Ges-

.tapo, and threatened with even more terrible

tortures, He remained steadfast. He was
then taken to one of the Gestapo’s torture
chambers, There he yielded to torture.
Agninst hie better knowledge he gaid what
he was foreed to say.

He then wrote to the publie prosccutor, re-
voked hig false evidence, took poison and
opened his main arteries, because as he wrote,
he did not feel he could face the eonsequences
he had been threatened with if he revoked his
evidence, He waa then saved, ond I saw him
when he was still between life and death. He
said to me: ‘“If they had only shot me. But
these horrible tortures were too much for me.’’
After thir he was questioned again and again,
and so for months. But he remained stead-
faat.

Judge: Could you do anything to help your
son?

Frau Litten: I tried it with many influen-
tial persons. Some of them saw Hitler per-
sonally. Without success. He shouted at one
of them: ‘‘Whoever mentions Litten’s name
to me goes straight into a concentration camp,
I don’t care who he is’*

In February, 1938, after almost five years
of terrible suifering in many conceniration
camps, my son died in Dachau camp, T was
told that he had committed suicide, I don’t
believe it, but even if it was true, does it
matter if he was driven to death or murderedf

Since receiving that article, there has
reached me « White Paper presented by the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to
Parliament by command of His Majesty,
King George VI. It is headed “Germany
No. 2 (1939). Papers coneerning the Treat-
ment of German Nationals in Germany,
1938-1939." The introduction explains that
even before the war, and continuously ever
since its outbreak, the German Government
has almost daily issned propaganda aceusing
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Great Britain of atroeities in South Africa
40 years ago. 1 quote from the introduc-
tion—

In view of this shameless propaganda, which
is wholly devoid¢ of any foundation, His
Majesty’s Government think it opportune to
publish some of the reports they have received
of the treatment accorded in Germany itself
to German nationals.

Even my reading of eruelties that were prae-
tised before eivilised, or allegedly civilised,
times told me nothing more horrible than
the things that have happened in the con-
cenfration and other eamps in Germany.

In this White Paper Sir Neville Tender-
son forwards to Viscount Halifax an anony-
mous letter veveived by him, signed “A Ger
man Mother, who is of one mind with very
many Christian pavents.” This is & ery
from a woman’s heart, and epitomises the
tragedy of the labour eamps in which young
and impressionable minds are moulded, like
clay in a master potter’s hands, into cracked
and warped vessels. She writes—

But almost more important still, it seems to
me, is the demand that the systematic aliena-
tion of our youth from Christ shall be stopped.

We parents surrender our 10-yvear-old ehil
dren to the control of the Hitler Youth, the
League of German Girls, and later on the
Labour Service. Qur exeeptionally gifted boys
must attend the Adolf Hitler Schoola and
afterwards pass on to the National Socialist
Schools of Political Training, there to be pre-
pared for future leadership in the State and
the party. In all these institutions a great
deal that is excellent, and which we parents
weleome with joy and gratitude, is offered to
youth, But they one and all serve, as well,
to exert uwpon our youth an influence hostile to
Christianity! Perhaps it may be possible to
forward this letter, which expresses every
Christian mother’s way of thinking, despite
its anonymity to your revered Queen. She, as
a Christian and a mother, will understand our
anxiety for our children.

Tt ig not, however, quite correet to say, as I
have done above, that the question at issue is
the private coneern of the German people; for,
if in the heart of Europe a rising generation
ias brought up not oanly in indifference to
Christianity but all too often in hatred of it,

*fhe future will be fraught with disaster, not

only for Germany but for Europe. At the
present time the ancient Christian traditions of
grandparents and parents have a restraining
influence still—bnt woe to Germany, and woe
to Europe, when these traditions shall have
passed away.

Your Excellency, many German mothers will
be grateful to you from the bottom of their
hearts if you could bring these lines to the
notice of your Foreign Minister, Lord Halifax,
who has been brought up in the spirit of
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Christianity, and, if at all possible, of your
Christian Royal couple as well. We hope for
England’s help in our hard fight against the
forees hostile to Christianity which are threat-
ening our pastors and our youth.

What a true propheey is contained in this
letter! Unless the British Empire is vie-
torious in the present confliet, this abomin-
able enemy to civilisation will bring the
world down in ruins.

I now turn to the German labour camps.
Sir Hal Colcbateh had the opportunity of
spending half-a-day in one of them. The
product of the labour camps are the young
men who trained their machine guns on de-
feneeless men, women and children who were
fliceing for their lives and were merci-
lessly mown down. Please God that the
youth of Australia may never see the inside

. of a labour camp. I saw a film last Satur-

day night—a British film-—which depicted
people in Belgium fleeing from German sol-
diers. T never thonght I wounld live to see
such a picture. Women were trudging along,
some with a few belongings and others with
childven in their arms, habies perhaps only
two or three months old. It is our duty to
exterminate those German leaders who are
responsible for degrading Germany and the
rest of Furope. 1 shall now read some
extracts from the White Paper dealing
with the same coneentration camps to whick
Sir Hal Colebateh referred. The following
extract deals with a concentration eamp at
Buchenwald—

Herr X, a well-to-do Jewish businessman,
was for six weeks in the concentration camp
at Bochenwald. In order to preserve =z
semblance of legality, police records are
searched through and the slightest bad mark
against a Jew, sometimes a trifling offence of
40 years ago, i3 made the excuse for the ar-
rest.

Herr X said that the working houra were
16 per day, Sundays and week-days alike. Dur-
ing these hours it was forbidden to drink, evenr
in the hottest weather. The food in itself was
not had, but quite insufficient. Weak coffee at
dawn and a half litre of soup at midday;
bread allowanee for the whole day 250 grammea.
(Men who had any money could sometimes buy
condensed milk, ete.,, from the canteen.) While
he was there the work of Jewish prisoners was
doubled, and their rations balved. The work,
of course, consists in moving heavy stones,
often far beyond the strength of even a nor-
mal well-fed man. The Jews were sneeringly
told by their guards that they were only ex-
periencing the same treatment as their fore-
fathers in Egypt, and that Pharach had not
gone half far enough.
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The men were kept standing at attention for
many hours on end. Floggings were very fre-
quent, for such small offences as drinking
water during working hours. The usual pun-
ishment was 25 strokes given alternately by
two guards, This often produced unconsecions-
ness, but the Jews were told that the Fuehrer
had himself given orders that the Jews might
receive up to 60 strokes.

Herr X was in a group of 480 men who had
only one tap at which to wash and drink for a
fuarter of an hour on getting up. Later even
this was stopped. During the gix weeks he
was in the camp Herr X saw neither goap nor
tooth-brush.

There were about 8,000 men in the camp
when he was there, but it was rumoured that
the number wag shortly to be increased to
20,000. There were 1,500 Jews and 800 In.
ternational Bible students. The rest were
politieals, so-called criminals and gypsies. Each
man wore a badge—Jews yellow with the star
of David, Bible Students violet, ete. The Com-
munists nnd others who were prisoners of long
atanding, acted as sub ‘“‘warders.’’ Jewish
prisoners wrote and received letters twice a
month, The Bible Students were allowed no
commupnication with the outside world, but on
the other hand, their rations were not cut
down. Herr X spoke with the highest respeet
of these men. Their courage and religious
faith were remarkable and they professed
themaclves ready to suffer to the uttermost for
what they felt God had ordained for them.

Deaths took place daily in the camp. {Their
relatives were often first informed of this by
a call from an official who said they could have
the ashes on payment of three marks.) Herr
X—a man in the sixties—had a complete col-
Inpse after his release, and was three weeks
in bed. Another man was taken to the City
Hospital with such high fever that he was
not expected to live, and another, released at
the same time, was in such a state of nerves
that he ecould not cross the road.

Herr X made the statement—which was
fully confirmed on inquiry—that no Jewish
prisoner ia ever released unless he ean produce
evidence that he is able to leave Germany.
There appears fo be no release from this sys-
tem of deliberate torture of mind and body
but death. Herr X entreats that some way
may be found by which these men could be
released en bloec and placed in some kind of
hiumane concentration camp in another country
while their ultimate destination and fate was
being decided. He realises that sueh o pro-
posal is quite beyond the scope of sny private
Refugee Committees, and needs international
planning, but he begs that it may at least re-
ecive careful and sympathetic consideration.

The following is another extract. It con-
sists of a statement by a Jewish-Christian
prisoner —

One-and-a-half hours to Buchenwald. Awful
condition of camp. Filth and mud up to the

knees in places. Many trees had been eut
down but stumps left, Almost impossible to
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wallk, A man with heart trouble whe eannot
walk is dragged along by the feet by other
prisoners (8.S. men do not touch Jews). The
flesh is torn from his face. He ig so disfigured
as to be unrecognisable. (Other examples
similar to this.) Three hundred and fifty of
the new arrivalg lodged in the basement of the
barracks, (In the whole camp there were
about 10,000 men, 100 straw sacks and no
other furnishings.) Three men to each straw
sack in four rows. Obliged to lie on our sides;
and crosswise over sack so as to make room;
packed like sardines; lying on the back for-
bidden or blows given with a club, The men
directly in charge are older prisonmers. The
‘‘Black Superiors,’’ themselves ‘‘professional
criminala,’’ sleep with us, Their word is ab-
solute law,

The following extract is a description of
some of the punishments inflicted in these
camps :—

The floggings take place at the afternoon
roll-call, the individuals having to step for-
ward, The penalties are read out (being fixed
beforehand)., Normal punishment is twenty-
five strokes on the seat, carried out by two
guards standing on each side with riding
whips. The prisoner is lashed to a board, If
he cries out the strokes are increased up to
thirty-five. The guards use all their foree,
sometimes springing into the air so as to bring
the arm down with incrcased momentum, Few
days pass without cases of flogging, and the
number may be from twe to ten. After the
flogging the men have to stand to attention
with face to the wall to the end of the roli-
eall. Then the sanitary officer comes round
and puts cintment on the weunds.

The other punishment is hanging wp 3
metres from the ground by the arms, which
are violently bent back for the purpose. This
i3 done by express orders from the command-
ant given through a microphone. Special men
are employed to carry out these punishments
and they do nothing else. The hanging lasts
for ten to twelve hours and is in public, An-
other form of it is to have the arms round
the trunk of the tree with wrists hand-cuffed.
The fect are off the ground, but it is regarded
ns milder punishment and the S.8. men ean
inflict it at any time,

I quote another extract from page 14 of the
White Book

The 8.5, men employed in the camp were
mostly very young men of 17 to 20 who had
heen specially !‘trained’’ for the purpose.
But they were already so brutalised and sa-
distic that it was a constant wander to Herr
Z how it eould have been brought about (and
what would their mothers think?),  They
seemed to revel in inflicting torture.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Are you not flogging
it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I
am not.

Hon. V, Hamersley: We know all ebout
it.
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The HONORARY MINISTER:
people do not.
Hom. C. F. Baxter: It is not very helpful.

The HONORARY MINISTERK: ™hat
does the hon. member mean by its not being
helpful? These camps have been ecompared
to sustenance eonditions in Western Australia,

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: You are the only
one sugresting that.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. Sir Ha! Colebateh: No such com-
parison was made by me.

The PRESIDENT: The Honorary Mmn-
ister will resume.

The IFONORARY MINISTER: The fol-
lowing is an extraet from a report by Con-
sul-General Carvell to Viscount Halifax,
dated at Bunich, the 5th January, 1939,
with regard to the concentration camp at

Dachau. The extraet appears on page 24
of the White Book:

I have the honour te report that, notwith-
standing the threats of dire penalties which
would fall on those rcleased from the eoncen-
tration eamp at Dachau if they did not keep
silenee nbout their treatment, sufficient in-
formation has leaked ount to enable some ae-
eount to be given of the treatment extended
to Jewish prisoners since the 9th November
last.

The Dachau Camp appears to have been the
place of concentration for all Jews nrrested
in South and West Germany as far as Neuss
and in Austria, According to some estimates,
the maximum number of Jews in confinement
was 14,000, Some 200-300 were released daily
during December, and it was thought that
above 5,000 still remain in custody, It ia
understood that all over 65 years of age and
all ex-service men who served at the front have
now been released. Boys of 17 from the Jew-
ish seminary at Wurzburg and professional
men between the ages of 50 and 60 are still
without hope of any release.

Apparently the first day of eaptimty was
one of indescribable horror, since no released
prisoner has heen able or willing to speak
abgut it, It may be imagined that the pris-
oners, herded together like cattle in a stock-
yard, were tortured by the fear of the slaugh-
terhouse.

Many

Here is another extraet——

They are nlso warned that if they should
apread ‘‘atrocity stories’’ abroad, it would not
be to the advantage of their co-religionists
remaining in Germany. They are then required
to sign n document stating that they have not
been ill-treated, have acquired mno infectious
disease, and have received all their personal
effects intact. They are then free to walk to
the station and pay their own fares to their
homes. Many are unable to walk and some
have been carried to the station nnconscious.

[COUNCIL.)

Here is n statement by a former prisoner at
the concentration camp at Buchenwald—

In present-day Germany no word strikes
greater terror in people’s hearts than the name
of DBuchenwald, Only a few miles from
Goethe’s Weimar, situated in the midat of a
pleasant beech forest, ringed rownd with
barbed-wire fences, guarded by S.8. detach-
ments and machine guns, lies the new City of
Sorrow, the concentration camp of Buchen-
wald, . ..

During the night of the 14th Jume, 2,000 of
us were transported from prizon to the eon-
centration camp. Before leaving the prison we
were examined by an extremely youthful doe-
tor, who passed everyone as physically fit for
the rigours of concentration camp life, includ-
ing the septuagenarians and a tubercular pris-
oner who was continually spitting blood. . . .

What was most difficnlt to bear was the fact
that, in accordance with orders given by the
8.8., a group of professional eriminals was in-
troduced into each shed and charged with the
task of ‘‘maintaining order.'’ These eriminals,
also under detention in the camp, were set
over ug a8 ‘‘n.c.0.’s.,’’ and were given full
authority to punish the other prisoners. The
criminal in full charge of our shed was a parti-
cularly brutal speeimen, who continually and
shamefully mishandled us. . . . .

Twenty-five strokes was the favourite pun-
ishment at Buchenwald, but there were others.
The *‘sweat-box’’ for example. It often hap-
pened that the prisoner was already dead be-
fore the ‘‘sweat-box’’ was opened to rileass
him,

Auother punishment waa that known as
‘ftree-binding’’ and the guards showed great
inventiveness in developing the possibilities of
this torture. If oanly a slight offerce had beem
eommitted, the prisoners would be bound to the
tree in such a way that they steod facing it,
as if embracing it, their hands pinioned to-
gether. The strapa that bound them would he
pulled so tight that they could barely move.
The guards would row play ‘‘ merry-go-round’”
with them, that is, they would force them to
make their way round and round the tree. If
they could not move quickly enough, it was
wsual to help them by kicking their ankles.

There is much more along the same lines
that could be quoted, but I think I have
given sufficient.

Hon. A. Thomson: 1 do not think for a
moment that anybody suggested that such a
thing eonld happen in Western Australia.

The HONORARY MINISTER: But un-
fortunately Sir Hal Colebatch made this
comparison.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: On a point of
order, I wish to say that I never at any time
made any comparison. All that T did was to
suggest that there was a demoralising in-
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fluence about the snstenance eamp in which
young men spent a great deal of their time,
perhaps in unemployment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Sir Hal
enjoys o larger andicnee than do moest people
on account of his extensive travels and ex-
pevience, and although I aceept his explana-
tion, I say that his words produced a totally
wreng nnpression in the minds of everybody
prezsent. That is why I am dealing with the
matter at some length.

So the sorry tale goes on— a tale that
sickens the heart of man and fills him with
horror and apprehension at the thought that
there has been turned loose in this fair world
of ours a raee of human beings capable of
such sadistic ernelty. These are the concen-
tration eamps in which Sir Hal spent half
a day and to which he likens our sustenance
caraps as only a little less demornlising. As
a matter of faet, ours are not sustenance
camps. That is a misnomer, but I will adopt
the hon. member's term. By way of contrast
I propose to read some of the letters received
by our supervisor, Mr. Rodgers, from men
in the sustenanee eamps. This is necessary
to enlighten the House as to the true state
of affairs. One man, under date 25th July,
1940, wrote—

Two years ago I was an invalid pensioner,
but in November, 1938, I was fortunate enough
to he token on ns a ‘“C’’ class worker at the
elearing work on the Waoroloo Sanatorium
Farm. Since then my health has so vastly im-
proved that last week I was suecesaful in pass-
ing the military doctor for home defence. I
would like to express my heartfelt thanks for
this improvement in my health, and would like
you to inferm the Minister for Employment of
the great benefit I, along with many others,
have regcived.

Hon. J. Cornell: Did youn say that at one
time he was an invalid pensioner?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, two
years ago. I ean vouch for the accuracy of
these statements.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then there must be some-
thing wrong with the medical profession.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, these
men derive benefit from the work in the
country. Another man, writing on the 25th
July, 1940, said—

I would like to thank you for the improve-
ment in my health. Having had two opera-
tions, when I came to this camp-to work in
November, 1938, T eould hardly be classified
as even z ‘‘C’’ class man. ow, after 21
months’ work here, I am restored in health
mmd able to do anything, and had I Dleen

younger, would be willing to join the ALF,
Please pass my thanks on to your heads, whom
I do not know,

The departmental offieers make inquiries of
the foremen regarding the ability of men
secking employment. The Clerk in Charge
of Relief sent the following letter to one of
the foremen—

An application for assistance has heen re-
ceived from . . . .., but the pelice rcport
is to the cffect that he is of light build, in
poor health and only fit for light werk. He
has a wife and two children, and it appears
that the family is under-nourished and in poor
circumstances generally. Are you able to find
him a job, pleasef
The reply to the supervisor was—

With reference to our conversation on your
last vigit here as to the general health and
working abilities of the men on this job, I en-
close a memo from Marquis etrect which I
think will interest you. In reply to their re-
quest, I said I would give the man a weck’s
trinl. The subject of this memo was certainly
very weedy and delicate-looking, but Le soon
gunined strength and became guife o good
worker.

I am pleased to inform you that . . . has
now passed and will shortly be ecalled up for
military service, Therc nre many cases of a
gimilar nature to this, all of whom have cer-
tainly benefited in health while working here.
That man wns given a job. I think I have
read sufficiont fo show the results that are
being obtained, and members can contrast
them with the resnlis of the German eoncen-
tration eamp systemn. I wonder whether any.
of the men in the German coneentratisn
camp visited by Sir Hal ever wrote to the
suthorities in a simifar strain!

A prominent maleontent in Perth who
over o period of years consistently refused
work of any kind, being always “apin tho
Government” and who, T believe, served a
term in gaol, was induced to go down to one
of these camps in the South-West. He
called at my office a few days ago, proudly
announced that he had put on two stonc in
weight in the four months he had been in
the eamp, and expressed the opinion that the
foreman was “not a bad sort of chap at all”
1 wonder whether any of the inmates of a
German coneentration eamp ever spoke in
that sfrain! The_foreman said the man was
a good worker and the man said he intended
fo veturn to the samp.

Let me mention another phase. Men with
one arm, men with one leg, men suffering
from various physical disabilities, men who
through poverty, unemployment and other
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causes had lost heart and were not fit to do
“A” class work have been sent to these
enmps and provided with special employ-
ment. I wish to say, to the credit of Gov-
ernment departments and of employers in
the State that of 2,162 men known to be
resident in this State, with one arm or
one leg, only six are on rations, and they
eannot accept work because they have to
receive frequent medieal treatment. It is
to the credit of all concerned that s¢ many
of these men have been found employment.
1 doubt whether similar results have been
achieved in any other part of the Common-
wealth, in New Zealand or in Great Britain.
My only worry is that in the inereasingly
diffienlt times that are ahead, the Govern-
ment will find it very hard to maintain what
1 contend is our present high standard of
the treatment of the unemployed. I sup-
port the motion. .

On motion by the Chicf Secretary, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate vesumed from the previous day.

MRS. CARDELL-OLLVER (Subiaco)
[4.33]: It has been said in this House that
inflation is not the cause of poverty. I am
indeed sorry that the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) is not in his seaf, for
I do not like passing remarks abont his
speech without his being present to hear
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them. If he had said that inflation was not
the sole eause of poverty, my observations
to-day would be ununecessary, but in my
opinion inflation is one of the causes of
poverty.

Mr. Cross: What is the cause of inflation?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: If the hon,
member will wait until 1 have finished my
speech, I will meet him outside and answer
all his questions. I wish fo explain that
poverty has many causes. They include
unemployment, mal-administration of wealth,
mal-distribution of goods, want of proper
training, want of education, recklessness in
finance, and thriftlessness and otber numer-
ous eaunses, I do mot think anybody in this
Chamber is competent to advise the poople
or the Government on the gquestion of
finanee, or the best method to adopt in order
to adjust the deplorable conditions in whieh
we find ourselves to-day. The only reason
why I speak on this question at all is that
I do happen to know the practical results of
inflation, deflation and devalnation, having
seen those factors in operation in various
countries. When socialistic Germany inflated,
she did not control prices; and naturally
disaster came.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: When was Germany
socialistic?
" Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: During the
year I was there—after the last war, of
course. I was there at that particular infla-
tionary time, When prices rose considerably,
the printing press naturally was needed for
inflation, so as to create currency to meet the
vastly increased prices. I have in my posses-
sion to-day hundreds and hundreds of thon-
sands of marks which, had they been of any
value, would have made me a comparatively
rich woman; but at the time they were issued
would hardly pay for a week’s board. In
Germany I saw houses being given away if
one would pay the commitments due on them
in the way of rates. That disproves the
statement that real estate is the one stable
value during inflationary periods. Germany
could not afford to experiment in finanecial
methods, because the country was o manofac-
turing eountry and had few primary indus-
tries. When Hitler assumed control in 1933
—1I was staying there then—he did control
prices, and foreed the public to consume less,
He redoeed wages to almost a minimuam, and
he compelled the people to export commodi-
ties which otherwise they would naturally



